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INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 
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INFO AMCONSUL BOMBAY 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

UNCLAS NEW DELHI 3992 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TECH, IN, US, UR 

SUBJECT: G.K. REDDY ON INDO-US NUCLEAR RELATIONS 

1 . COLUMNIST G.K., REDDY WRITES IN THE MARCH 13 "HINDU" 

THAT THE US AND THE USSR ARE TRYING TO CONVINCEINDIAN PUBLIC 
OPINION THAT FULLSCOPE SAFEGUARDS ARE "BASICALLY NON- 
DISCRIMINATORY IN CHARACTER, ALTHOUGH THE PROPOSED CURBS 
MIGHT APPEAR TO BE DIRECTED AT PRESERVING THE PRESENT 
MONOPOLY IN THE NAME OF NON-PROLIFERATION." HE REPORTS THAT 
OPPOSITION TO US AND SOVIET PRESSURES FOR SAFEGUARDS IS 
PERHAPS THE ONLY ISSUE ON WHICH JANATA AND OPPOSITION 
POLITICIANS AGREE; THIS "BIPARTISAN APPROACH" HAS GIVEN 
CONTINUITY TO INDIA'S NUCLEAR POLICY AND HAS PREVENTED THE 
INFUSION OF PARTY POLITICS INTO THE NUCLEAR DEBATE. 

2. THOSE FEW INDIAN BUREAUCRATS AND SCIENTISTS WHO REFUSE TO 
VIEW THE NUCLEAR PROBLEM FROM A NARROW-MINDED "NATIONALISTIC 
ANGLE", REDDY CONTENDS, ARE "COMPLETELY OVERSHADOWED BY THE 
STRONG OPPOSITION WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT." FAR FROM 
INFLUENCING POLICY, THESE PEOPLE, TAINTED BY THEIR FORMER 
ADVOCACY OF THE NPT, CANNOT EVEN PERSUADE THEIR FELLOWS 
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TO STATE INDIAN POLICY IN LESS CONFRONTATIONAL TONES. 

3. REDDY MAINTAINS THAT THE BIG NUCLEAR POWERS, TOO, 

ARE NOT CREATING "A PROPER ATMOSPHERE FOR A DISPASSIONATE 
DISCUSSION" OF WHAT IS REALLY A COMPLEX INTERNATIONAL 
ISSUE. HE CITES "US THREATS" TO CUT OFF FUEL SUPPLIES 
TO TARAPUR AS AN EXAMPLE OF UNHEALPFUL BILATERAL PRESSURE. 
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THE CONTROVERSY HAS BECOME SO "EDGY", REDDY WRITES, THAT "HARD-LINE 
RS 

IN THE US HAVE RAISED EYE-BROWS AT THE POTENTIAL 
IMPLICATIONS OF EVEN THE ELEMENTARY RESEARCH FACILITIES 
THAT INDIA IS OFFERING VIETNAM ALONG WITH SO MANY OTHER THIRD 
WORLD COUNTRIES FOR TRAINING IN NUCLEAR SCIENCES, AS PART OF 
ITS INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM.'" REDDY CONCLUDES THAT 
"MISLEADING PRESS REPORTS FROM DELHI HAVE APPARENTLY GIVEN AN 
ENTIRELY WRONG IMPRESSION" OF INDIAN NUCLEAR ASSISTANCE TO 
VIETNAM. HE CONTRASTS AMERICAN PRESSURE WITH THE MORE 
EFFECTIVE, THOUGH INDIRECT, TACTICS OF THE SOVIET UNION, WHICH 
ASKED INDIA TO SETTLE THE ISSUE OF HEAVY WATER FOR THE RAPP 
DIRECTLY WITH THE IAEA. THE USSR HAS THEREBY NOT ALLOWED 
SAFEGUARDS "TO COME IN THE WAY OF INDO-SOVIET BILATERAL 
RELATIONS." 

GOHEEN 
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